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by Tom Luke
Paradigm Gardens
Omaha, NE and Madison, WI

Modeling Green Behavior
store committed to providing excellent quality progres-
sive gardening products. Our first store, located in Omaha, 
Nebraska, was opened in 1999. Our second store in Madison, 
Wisconsin opened its doors in 2000.

Paradigm Gardens offers a premium selection of:
• Horticultural lighting 
• Fully automated growing systems
• Environmental controls
• Plant nutrients and supplements
• Soil and soilless growing medias
• Specialty and urban gardening products
• Water-wise gardening products
• Organics 

Defining Paradigm Gardens
Simply, a paradigm can be defined as an example, pattern 

or model.
Secondly, a paradigm is a set of assumptions, concepts, 

values and practices that constitutes a way of viewing reality 
for the community that shares them, especially in an intel-
lectual discipline.
Paradigm Gardens has adopted these interpretations in 

creating our own reality on intellectual and modeled garden-
ing practices. We are continually evolving our business to 
include the most technological progressive gardening prod-
ucts. We also embrace technology to improve our business 
model efficiencies and our customer service paradigm.
Paradigm Gardens was established as a family owned retail 
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We pride ourselves on our knowledgeable sales staff and 
friendly service. Paradigm Gardens is dedicated to provid-
ing a healthy environment for its workers, paying a fair wage 
and ensuring a safe, exciting shopping experience for our 
customers.
We are also professional members of the Progressive Gar-

dening Trade Association.
The future health of our Earth and communities are import-

ant to us. We promote earth-friendly, water-wise and organic 
gardening practices.
Paradigm Gardens is continuously evolving to provide ex-

cellent customer service, selection and education to set the 
standard in the 21st Century!
We generally view gardening as a wholesome activity that 

enhances our environment. But pesticides, fertilizers and 
erosion from gardens and landscapes can contaminate 
lakes, streams, rivers, the ocean and groundwater. Since the 
quality of our water resources affects our quality of life, we 
must learn how our gardening practices contribute to water 
contamination and what we can do to reduce the threat to 
water quality.
Many different civilizations have utilized hydroponic grow-

ing techniques throughout history. As noted in Hydroponic 
Food Production (Fifth Edition, Woodbridge Press, 1997, 
page 23) by Howard M. Resh: “The hanging gardens of Baby-
lon, the floating gardens of the Aztecs of Mexico and those of 
the Chinese are examples of ‘Hydroponic’ culture. Egyptian 

We generally view gardening as a 
wholesome activity that enhances 
our environment.”

Paradigm stocks the store with earth-friendly, waterwise and 
organic product alternatives.

Retail spotlight
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hieroglyphic records dating back several hundred years 
B.C. describe the growing of plants in water.” Hydroponics 
is hardly a new method of growing plants. However, giant 
strides have been made over the years in this innovative 
area of agriculture.
But by the 1970s, it wasn’t just scientists and analysts who 

were involved in hydroponics. Traditional farmers and eager 
hobbyists began to be attracted to the virtues of hydro-
ponic growing. A few of the positive aspects of hydroponics 
include:

�The ability to produce higher yields than traditional, soil-• 
based agriculture.
�Allowing food to be grown and consumed in areas of the • 
world that cannot support crops in the soil.
�Eliminating the need for massive pesticide use (consid-• 
ering most pests live in the soil), effectively making our air, 
water, soil and food cleaner.

Commercial growers are flocking to hydroponics like never 
before. The ideals surrounding these growing techniques 
touch on subjects that most people care about, such as 
helping end world hunger and making the world cleaner. In 
addition to the extensive research that is going on, every-
day people from all over the world have been building (or 
purchasing) their own systems to grow great-tasting, fresh 
food for their family and friends. Educators are realizing the 
amazing applications that hydroponics can have in the class-
room. And ambitious individuals are striving to make their 
dreams come true by making their 
living in their backyard greenhouse, 
selling their produce to local markets 
and restaurants.
Tainted vegetables, financial hardship, 

soaring food prices, regional drought, 
global warming - these are just a few 
of the many reasons why the home 
vegetable garden is making a comeback 
in a big way.
Sales of vegetable seeds and plants 

are up by 40 per cent over last year, an 
unheard of one-year growth rate for 
any segment of the $40 billion annual 
lawn and garden market. Why? Because 
the rise in energy prices is not only 
affecting fuel prices, but virtually every 
consumer product, including food. 
Obviously, one of the easiest ways to 
provide a hedge against rising food 
prices is to grow your own. This has 
translated into our business with the 
demand of high-quality nutrients and 
indoor or greenhouse supplies.

Educators are realizing the amazing 
applications that hydroponics can 
have in the classroom.”

Gardening Year-Round!
Gardening is one of the most popular pastimes in Amer-

ica, and is predominately enjoyed in the warmer months. 
Recently, this hobby has become more of a lifestyle, with all 
of the focus on healthy and local food.
Many gardeners have expressed an interest in bringing 

the outdoors in for the winter to continue their local food 
production year-round. Imagine harvesting fresh herbs and 
greens or peppers and tomatoes for dinner throughout the 
winter, all in the convenience of your own home! This is all 
possible with recent advancements in indoor gardening 
technologies and the implementation of an indoor gardening 
area. Think of it like a greenhouse without glass walls.
What traditionally marks the end of the gardening season 

for most can now be viewed as an opportunity for today’s 
progressive gardener. In order to accomplish plant growth in-
doors, one must utilize an energy efficient indoor plant light 
to replace the sun. The wattage and intensity will be deter-
mined by the type of crop to be grown. Then, the gardener 
may choose between hydroponics and traditional soil-based 
growing for their plants.

The Paradigm Gardens' warehouse allows for a fully stocked 
store all year round.

The easiest way to rebel against rising food prices is to grow your own; and you can 
accomplish this with help from the best industry-products available.

Retail spotlight
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Hydroponics, which is growing plants without soil, typically 
allows less watering maintenance via automatic watering. 
That saves times and allows the homeowner to leave for 
longer periods while using less water in the process.
Gardeners may also choose to hand water their plants in 

soil as they would outdoors on their patio or in the garden. 
The same requirements for plants are needed indoors as 
they are outdoors, so the grower is literally creating a living 
environment, allowing eternal spring all year long.
Got a basement, garage, spare room or closet? Any space 

will do. You can even use your new light to start next sea-
son’s seeds and, who knows, you may not even want to bring 
them back outside at all!
You can learn much more about these concepts and the 

many other products developed to enable and enhance the 
success of your indoor gardening efforts at www.Paradigm-
Gardens.com. This new website provides a wealth of infor-
mation on earth-friendly, water-wise and organic gardening 
topics for both the novice and seasoned pro!
With hundreds of new progressive gardening products, 

customers can now search through categories including 
horticultural lighting, fully automated growing systems, com-
plete line of hydroponic equipment, greenhouse supplies, 

environmental controls, nutrients, supplements and organ-
ics.  The Paradigm Gardens™ website offers monthly product 
specials, special shipping offers, same day shipping, lists of 
best sellers and educational information to help make the 
best buying decisions. Additionally customers can register 
to receive emails featuring monthly special offers and other 
valuable information. IN

Hydroponic growers are literally 
creating a living environment, 
allowing eternal spring all 
year long.”

Celebrating Paradigm's 10th Anniversary from left: Jamie, 
Scott, Emily, Gregg, Dylan, bill (Sunlight Supply/NGW), Tom, 
Mike (NCWGS), Karen and Greg. From row from left: Renee 
(Botanicare), Katy, Lucas, Smooth, Neil (General Hydroponics), 
Nick, Ed with son Stuart and James.
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